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First reaction

Horizon Europe Provisional Agreement

Brussels, 22.3.2019

EPSO welcomes the provisional agreement on Horizon Europe and looks
forward to actions across clusters and pillars of the programme to better
address the Sustainable Development Goals

EPSO welcomes in a first reaction the provisional agreement on Horizon Europe. It
fully supports further strengthening the successful European Research Council (ERC)
programmes as well as the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) which have
achieved major successes.

EPSO urges to give more balanced consideration to basic research in relation to the
other components (applied research, demonstration and innovation actions) of the
research and innovation cycle in the global challenges programme.

Most importantly it calls upon the European Commission to develop in its work towards
implementation measures enabling and encouraging actions across clusters of the
global challenge programme and as appropriate even across pillars to better address
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. One example being the ever-increasing
importance of not only Food, but as well Nutritional Security, which will need activities
bridging the ‘health’ and the ‘food and natural resources’ cluster.

EPSO offers to collaborate with the European Commission and the Member States on
such ideas and their implementation.

Last not least, EPSO urges policy makers to provide critical mass resources for Europe
to address societal challenges and to be competitive globally in terms of research and
innovation by substantially increasing the budget from Horizon 2020 to Horizon Europe
— at minimum following the European Parliament proposal of 120 billion Euro.

See as well EPSO Position on FP9 from 19.9.2017

Alan Schulman, EPSO President
Karin Metzlaff, EPSO Executive Director
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Useful links

EC provisional agreement on Horizon Europe, 20.3.2019 Press release
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release IP-19-1676_en.htm

EPSO position on FP9, 19.9.2017:
https://epsoweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/17 09 19 EPSO_Position-on-FP9.pdf
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EPSO publications: https://epsoweb.org/news/
EPSO member institutes and universities: https://epsoweb.org/about-epso/epso-members/
EPSO representatives: https://epsoweb.org/about-epso/representatives/

About EPSO

EPSO, the European Plant Science Organisation, is an independent academic organisation that
represents more than 200 research institutes, departments and universities from 30 countries, mainly from
Europe, and 2.600 individuals Personal Members, representing over 26 000 people working in plant
science. EPSO’s mission is to improve the impact and visibility of plant science in Europe, to provide
authoritative source of independent information on plant science including science advice to policy, and to
promote training of plant scientists to meet the 21st century challenges in breeding, agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, plant ecology and sectors related to plant science. https://epsoweb.orq|EU
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