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Project meeting report 
 
 
Bonn, 15.10.2019 
 
TOMRES – increasing combined water and nutrient use efficiency in tomato - 
project meeting with stakeholders and with twin-project SolAce 
 
During the 5th TOMRES EU project meeting in Dundee, Scotland, from 8-10 October 
2019, partners and participating stakeholders discussed current outcomes of the 
different project activities after over two years. To facilitate tomato breeding, scientists 
presented their results from: Establishing and analysing a core collection of tomato 
genotypes including accessions that were previously shown to outperform standard 
varieties for water and nutrient use efficiency, leading to the ranking of resilient 
tomatoes; Proofing root structure differences; Showing effects of supporting plant 
hormones and biostimulant; and Optimized management strategies. Experimental data 
of field as well as demonstration experiments were collected for a preliminary decision 
support system, while a consumer and farmer assay has been analysed to estimate the 
impact of TOMRES tomatoes for climate protection. 
 
In addition to several scientific publications for academic and industrial experts, first 
technical papers for farmers were published in farm magazines in Germany and 
Romania. Further manuscripts with essential outcomes will follow, also on the basis of 
TOMRES ‘practice abstracts’ for farmers under the European Innovation Partnership 
"Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability" (EIP-Agri).  
 
The ‘systematic map protocol’ for data analysis was prepared in the UK and first 
outcomes of the systematic mapping were presented, showing for instance major 
efforts in more conventional approaches (irrigation, fertiliser and crop or/and soil 
management) taking precedent over technology-based interventions including ‘smart’ 
methods involving bio-, chemo- or digitally-based methods, pointing to gaps / 
opportunities for future research and innovation investments. 
 
The highlight of this year’s autumn meeting was the TOMRES stakeholder event 
resulting in valuable and constructive suggestions by the experts from industrial and 
academic stakeholders , such as Nunhems / BASF vegetable breeding, 
FoodDrinkEurope (the European food and drink industry association), The Spanish 
Research Council (CISC), and the Leibniz Institute of Vegetable and Ornamental Crops 
(IGZ) in Germany leading the European plant scientists’ working group on horticulture.   
 
A unique opportunity of the meeting in Dundee were joint sessions with the partners 
from the Horizon 2020 twin-project SolAce: a stakeholder event and science breakout 
sessions in which issues of high interest and relevance to both projects were 
discussed. 
 
Watch out for the next TOMRES project meeting in spring 2020 taking place in Naples, 
Italy. 
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Contacts 
Simone Röhlen-Schmittgen, University of Bonn, DE, T: +49-228-735139, s.schmittgen@uni-bonn.de 
Andrea Schubert, University of Turin, IT, T: +39-011-6708654, andrea.schubert@unito.it  
Karin Metzlaff, European Plant Science Organisation, EPSO, T: +32-2213-6260, 
Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org 
 
Useful links   
TOMRES: www.tomres.eu/ 
EPSO:  www.epsoweb.org  
 
About TOMRES 
TOMRES is an EU Project entitled ‘A novel and integrated approach to increase multiple and combined 
stress tolerance in plants using tomato as a model’. TOMRES has received funding by the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation programme under Grant Agreement No.727929. The 
project started on 1.6.2017 and will finish on 30.11.2020. www.tomres.eu/ 
 
TOMRES partners are: 
 
No  Participant organisation name (acronym) Country Person 
1* Università degli Studi di Torino (UNITO) IT Andrea Schubert, 

Francesca Cardinale 
2 Agricultural University of Athens (AUA) GR Dimitrios Savvas 
3 Agroilla SAT (AGROILLA) ES Sergi Boleda 
4 Casella Macchine Agricole Srl (CASELLA) ES Eleonora Marchionni 
5 Confederazione Generale dell’Agricoltura Italiana 

(CONFAGRICOLTURA) 
IT Daniele Rossi 

6 Edypro Fertilisantes Srl ES Arina Vovk 
7 European Plant Science Organisation (EPSO) BE Karin Metzlaff 
8 Gaia Epicheirein Anonymi Etaireia Psifiakon Ypiresion (GAIA) GR ChristosKaratzas 
9 Gautier Semences SAS (GAUTIER) FR Frédéric Moquet 
10 Institut Jozef Stefan (JSI) SV Marko Debeljak 
11 Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique (INRA) FR Abdelhafid 

Bendahmane 
12 Neurather Gärtner GbR (NEURATHER) DE Ludwig Zeitheim 
13 Novareckon Srl (NOVARECKON) IT Christian Violi 
14 Raffaele Tamburrino (TAMBURRINO) IT Raffaele Tamburrino 
15 Research and Development Institute for Processing and 

Marketing of the Horticultural Products Horting (HORTING) 
RO Marian Bogoescu 

16 Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn (UBO) DE Simone R-
Schmittgen 

17 STC Research Foundation (STC) UK Rhydian Beynon 
Davies 

18 Strigolab Srl (STRIGOLAB) IT Ivan Visentin 
19 Technion – Israel Institute of Technology (TECHNION) IL Sigal Savaldi-

Goldstein 
20 The Hebrew University of Jerusalem (HUJ) IL Dani Zamir 
21 The James Hutton Institute (JHI) UK Pete iannetta 
22 The University of Nottingham (UNO) UK Graham Seymour 
23 Università degli Studi di Milano (UMIL) IT Lucia Baldi 
24 Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II (UNA) IT Albino Maggio 
25 Universitat de Les Illes Balears (UIB) ES Giorgia Batelli 

     *Coordinating institution 
 

mailto:s.schmittgen@uni-bonn.de
mailto:andrea.schubert@unito.it
mailto:Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org
http://www.tomres.eu/
http://www.epsoweb.org/
http://www.tomres.eu/

