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March 18, 2022
To whom it may concern

STATEMENT

BY THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF UKRAINE ON SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT

1. ON THE RUSSIAN AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE

Russia, having started war against Ukraine under false pretense,
constantly resorts to cruel military techniques deliberately targeting civilian
objects and resulting in massive casualties and suffering among non-
combatants, creates threats to nuclear and ecological safety. With such
unprecedented acts of state terrorism, Russia seeks to destroy Ukraine as an
independent state, as a nation. Russian leaders openly voiced their denial to
recognize Ukraine’s sovereignty as well as the very existence of the Ukrainian
language and culture, consequently pursuing the course of eliminating all that
1s Ukrainian, set centuries ago by the Russian empire.

As much as this war hurts Ukraine, the more important it becomes to
realize that it is not only about Ukraine. This is a watershed moment for the
entire world, laying down its fate for the next few decades. This is neither an
exaggeration nor a rhetorical device: we see that as a straightforward
conclusion from recent events and from the lessons taught by history.

The war in Ukraine is just another logical step in the rise of Russian
fascism. It has been largely overlooked as a phenomenon, its dangers were
underestimated or deliberately played down by the world’s political and
business elite, who preferred to look away and continue a profitable
relationship with the nascent evil. Such a comfortable stance was shaken
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neither by the Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008, nor by the annexation of
Crimea in 2014. But now it is high time to face the truth and call things by
their real names. When a propagandist serving the Russian regime speaks
about the “final solution to the Ukrainian question”, without shying to use the
notorious Nazi wording, this is not a mere slip of the tongue, it is a logical
consequence of adopting the fascist ideology. When a nation shifts their
attitude towards WWII from “Never again” to “We can do it again”, this is
another step in the same direction.

Russian fascism, centered around the idea of a great empire and of a
“special historic and moral role” of the Russian nation, cannot and will not stop
by itself, it can only be forcefully stopped. And it must be stopped now. Any
attempts to win time by delaying the necessary action will only increase the
final price of defeating this monster. The fate of the civilized world is decided
now in the battlefields of Ukraine, and those who view themselves as part of
this world should better realize it in full and take serious action.

. ON EFFORTS OF ISOLATING RUSSIA IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

We doubt that the fascist regime in Russia, bent on the use of military
force, can be stopped by sanctions alone. But anyway, to be efficient, sanctions
must be sufficiently severe to cripple the military capacity of Russia. In the
modern world, with information and technological know-how being the most
valuable commodities, military power is largely based on the achievements of
science and technology. Consequently, it is essential to isolate Russia from any
such achievements.

It should be remarked that two decades of increasingly aggressive
brainwashing have had a devastating effect on the entire Russian society,
which is clearly reflected in polls showing high popular support of the war, as
well as in numerous servile statements of Russian prominents, including many
scientists and intellectuals.

Since the beginning of the war, many countries have undertaken steps
toward cutting Russian scientific organizations and people affiliated with them
from access to scientific collaborations, joint research projects, foreign
research funding. We support those efforts, but they have to be brought onto a
much larger scale. Not only the research funding opportunities should be



withdrawn, but access to any scientific publications, any scientific information
must be ceased for the Russian academic community.

We are surprised that some renowned academic publishers, including the
Nature group and Elsevier, oppose the idea of cutting such access, appealing to
humanitarian reasons and academic freedoms. We hope that such views are
caused by a mere short-sightedness and not by more mundane motives, such as
a desire to continue making money from selling subscriptions on a lucrative
Russian market.

It is embarrassing when some prominent Western scientists are pushing
the message that “this is not a war of Russia against Ukraine, but a war of
Putin against Ukraine", and therefore one must not “punish the Russian
people” by sanctions. With such a logic, WWII was just “a war of Hitler”, so
perhaps scientists from Germany, USA, and Soviet Union should have worked
together on fascinating problems like nuclear fission in the name of science
and academic freedom?

We find it vital to reiterate: if sanctions and embargoes are to have any
significant effect, they have to be extraordinarily severe, embracing all spheres
without exception, including science, technology, and culture. Anything less is
a waste of precious time.

. ON EFFORTS TO SUPPORT UKRAINIAN SCIENCE

Since the beginning of the war, many initiatives from Western
universities and scientific funding bodies have emerged, aimed at providing
various forms of support for Ukrainian researchers and academics. We
certainly welcome such initiatives, as they give a good chance to survive to
those Ukrainian researchers and students who were able to find shelter abroad.
At the same time, we are concerned that the Ukrainian scientific community
may suffer a very serious brain drain, which would make the task of post-war
recovery even more difficult.

We call on all the parties involved to develop programs aimed at
supporting those Ukrainian scientists and educators who stay in Ukraine and
continue their work. As part of the same effort, we call on developing a deeper
integration between Western and Ukrainian research institutions, universities,
and scientific funding organizations. Several renowned Ukrainian research and



educational institutions, especially those from Kharkiv, will need help with
relocation and restoration. We understand that designing such programs may
be hindered by considerable bureaucratic difficulties. We, being a part of the
advisory body at the Ukrainian government, express our readiness to mediate
to help overcome such difficulties and find acceptable solutions.
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